SUCCESSFUL DEFENCE OF DIU

sions in India, All the desperate assaults made on the
fort were repulsed, and in November A.D. 1538 the Turks
sailed away to Arabia, the Sultan also abandoning the
siege.

In A.D. 1546 Diu was again attacked, this time by a
renegade Albanian named Khoja Zulgar, who had been
taken up by the Sultan of Gujarat. The Governor of
the fort, by name Dom Joao de Mascarenhas, defended
himself with great valour, and after repulsing all assaults
the Portugese sallied out under Dom Joao da Castro
and inflicted a crushing defeat on the besiegers. Khoja
Zulgar was killed in the engagement, and the Portugese
inflicted punishment on the Sultan of Gujarat by sailing
along the coast to Cambay, which they burnt, and to
Surat, which they sacked. As a reward for this victory,
King John III of Portugal sent da Castro a commission
as Viceroy of Portugese India, but he only lived to
enjoy his new honour for fourteen days, dying at Goa on
June 6, 1546, in the arms of his friend St. Francis Xavier.

The Portugese were now very firmly established at
Diu, and found an island to be very suitable for defence
and fortification. Accordingly they appropriated several
islands off the south coast of Sorath, among them Shiyal
Island, which they fortified strongly and held until
A.D. 1739, when they were obliged to concentrate on Diu
after the capture of Bassein by the Marathas.

After the sack of Surat in A.D. 1548, Sultan Mahomed
Khan III concluded a treaty with the Portugese, by
which the fort of Diu was to be retained by them, while
the Mahomedans were to have the city and the rest of
the island. Diu was not again attacked by Mahomed
Khan or his successors, and the whole island subsequently
came into Portugese possession.

For many years after the death of Bahadur Shah II,
comparative peace prevailed in the province of Sorath,
broken only by the happenings at Diu and various petty
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